
Ascension 

My dear Friends, 

When I was a little boy a favourite treat when the weather got warmer was an ice lolly. Not any 
old one but one called a Zoom. It was multi coloured and made in the shape of a rocket which 
rendered it particularly exciting to a four year old in the early days of space exploration when 
we were putting men on the moon. We thought that in 50 years we would all be flying around 
with jet packs and having holidays in the wide universe.  

Technology has however taken a different path and although our space stations and travel have 
developed such is still for the very few. Nevertheless thanks to brilliant experts we can now 
travel about virtually. Zoom for me now is not a cooling treat but an example of how science is 
helpful to us in these extraordinary times. Thanks to Zoom on the computer I have been 
involved with meetings several times every week since lockdown with the Bishop, the 
Archdeacon, all the clergy of Cardiff, my fellow governors at St Teilos and the Diocesan 
Secretary and Accountant. We all remain physically in our sitting rooms or studies or offices 
but we can see and talk to each other almost as if we are in the same room. Working together 
for the Church in new ways. 

I know some of you are well used to this in your professional or personal lives. It is a new 
departure for others. It is also a way that some churches and parishes are meeting and 
worshipping under the restrictions against gatherings which are still in force at the moment.  

Sadly we are not able to come into our churches on Ascension Day and see the Paschal candle 
extinguished following the Gospel reminding us of our Lord's gathering of the disciples as he 
parted from their sight. It is a day when earth and heaven are brought together in a mystical 
way beyond the understanding of the greatest scientist but in the mind of the devout believer 
as a new beginning. We need to use our imaginations and visualise in our mind's eye. Some 
of you know well the East Window in St Margaret's Roath which is a glorious depiction of the 
Ascension in magnificent stained glass. It is a window that I often gaze at in quiet moments in 
church. There is a serenity about Jesus as he returns to his Father but there is also a look of 
expectation and amazement on the faces of the disciples. Those men and women in the window 
gathered on that mountain were commissioned to continue to spread the good news of Jesus. 
They were to be his hands and his feet on earth to go about telling people of his death and 
Resurrection and now Ascension. We are their successors. We like them might feel uncertain 
and unworthy of such a calling but as we will be reminded in coming days God does not expect 
us to do it alone but with the support and guidance of his Holy Spirit. 

Many people I meet and speak to at these days say that these are unprecedented times. We 
are all living in strange and unfamiliar patterns but our Faith remains firm just as those first 
followers of Jesus saw tragedy and triumph, failures and successes throughout their ministry 
we too should be inspired to carry on refreshed and restored by the constant presence of our 
Lord even though we do not see him. 

Be faithful in prayer for all who suffer and those who are now in God's nearer presence.  

Best wishes and prayers as ever,  

Stewart  
 
The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk, 
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff. 

 


